
      (ROPE) Meeting Minutes 
                                                                                           August 5, 2003 
                                                                                                    7:00 p.m.
                                     Gull Lake Recreation Area 
 
 
Reservoir Operations Plan Evaluation (ROPE) Studies 
 
(ROPE) meeting attendees: 6 

1. Gregg Struss: (C.O.E.) 
2. Mary Kay Larson: (C.O.E.) 
3. Steve Heins:  Private Property Owner – Gull River  
4. Bill McGrath:  Private Property Owner – President of Round Lake Assoc. 
5. Rolf Moen: Private Property Owner – Round Lake 
6. Dale Lockwood: DNR Fisheries 

 
-An agenda including a brief summary of the study was passed out to all the   
attendees.  A past agenda for the July 10, 2002, meeting was given to all attendees 
who were not able to attend that meeting. 
-Introductions of the meeting attendees. 
-Information was given to attendees on the (ROPE) Web page, and Gregg stressed 
the point that comments are welcome on the Web page.  It also shows the different 
ROPE meetings being held in the Headwaters. 
 
-Gregg explained that the Corps is in the beginning stages of developing computer 
models to analyze the regulation of water levels in Gull Lake and that this was 
the attendees' opportunity to provide input into their preferences for water levels for 
Gull Lake. 
    1.  Gregg reviewed the Historical Operations (Handout 2) and also explained our 
         operating plan (Handouts 3 and 4), the drawdown process, and reasons for water
         level fluctuations. 
        a. Concerns for water levels varied among attendees.   

•  Rolf Moen, Round Lake resident, would like to see the high end water 
      level raised 4 inches or more.  After reviewing the handouts, Rolf  
      commented on how well the Corps was able to control the high water 
      level throughout the summer season and did not see a problem with 
      raising the high water level.  He said a larger band might help us to slow  
      down the drawdown process.  He would like the drawdown to start as 
      late into the fall season as possible because he likes to leave his boat 
      docks in the water late into the fall season.  He also expressed that Bishops       
     Creek is a great concern to the landowners on Round Lake because it is     
      their only access to the Gull Lake Chain of Lakes.   

• Bill McGrath, Round Lake resident, also wanted the high level raised. 
His concerns were shallow shoreline (shore stations in shallow water), 
the shallow water at the public accesses, and the depth of Bishops Creek. 



Mr. McGrath will also be sending a letter with Round Lake residents' 
concerns to Gregg Struss for forwarding to Ed McNally (letter attached). 
 
•  Steve Heins, Gull River Resident, is concerned about wildlife down- 
stream.  He would like to see the discharge not exceed 400 cfs and, 
if at all possible, not have the big fluctuations in water levels on the  
river.  He agrees that a larger summer band may help alleviate the  
large fluctuations in water level.  He felt that a subtler drawdown when the 
lake is high would be better for everyone. 
 
• Dale Lockwood, DNR Fisheries, thought that a narrow summer 
band causes big fluctuations in lake levels.  He was very impressed 
by the control the Corps has had in keeping Gull Lake at a very 
constant level.  He attributes the great tulibee populations in Gull Lake 
to the stable lake levels.  He is concerned that anything over a 3-inch 
increase in the summer band may affect the bulrush aquatic plant life on 
the Gull Lake chain.  This could also affect the water purification process 
and the spawning grounds for largemouth bass.  Dale also had some 
concern that the higher water level may affect the wild rice crops on the 
reservoir and downstream. 

2. Attendees discussed and agreed upon a group rating for each category in 
            Handout 5.  The group did not feel qualified to rate the Unacceptable 
            Threshold Elevations column and therefore left it blank. 
 

3. Ron Morreim, DNR-Waters Division, called because he could not make the meeting 
and wanted people to know he is concerned if the water levels in Gull Lake are raised. 
His concerns were with jurisdictions/regulations/established ordinary high water 
levels/added erosion problems and possibly increased flooding. 

 
4. Bob Stickler, Round Lake resident, sent a letter expressing his concerns and states 

in the letter that an elevation of 1194.05 would be perfect.  The letter is attached.  
8:50 p.m - Adjourned 
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